TREATY WITH RUSSIA. Marcn 30, 1867,

Treaty concermng the Cession of the Russian Possessions in North America
by his Mujesty the Emperor of all the Russins to the United States of

Ameriea ; Concluded Mareh 30, 1867 ;3 Ratified
May 28, 1867 ; Erchanged June 20, 1867 ;

States June 20, 1867,

by the United States
roclatmed by the United

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS a treaty between the United States of America and his
Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias was concluded and sizned by
their respective plenipotentiaries at the city of Washington, on the thir-
ticth day of Mareh, last, which treaty, being in the English and French
languages, is, word for word, as follows:

The United States of America
and Hiz AMajesty the Emperor of
all the Tuszing, being desirous of
strengthening, if possible, the good
unidéerstanding which exists between
them, have, for that purpose, appaint-
ed as their Plenipotentiaries : the
President of the United States,
William H. Seward, Secretary of
State; and His Majesty the Empe-
cror of all the Russins, the DPrivy
Councillor Edward de Stoeckl, his
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary to the United States,

And the said Plenipotentiaries,
baving exchanged their full powers,
which wero found to be in due form,
have agreed unpon and signed the
following articles:

ARTICLE I.

His Majesty the Emperor of all
the Russins ngrecs to cede to the
United States, by thia convention,
immediately upon the exehange of
the ratifications thereof, all the terri-
tory and dominion now possessed by
his gaid Majesty on the continent of
America and in the adjacent izlands,
the zame l]-u_:ing contained within the
geographical lmits lerein sot forth,
1o wit: The eastern limil is the line

Sa Majesté 'Empereur de toutes
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March 84, 1887,

Preamble.

Confracting

les IRussies et les Etpts-Uniz 4 powers

Amdrigue, désirant mffermir, 2%l eat
possible, la bonne intellizence qui
existe entre eux, ont nommdé & cet
effet, pour leurs plénipotentiaires,
savoir: Sa Majeaté I'Emperenr de
toutes lea Rusgies, le Congeiller
Privé Edonard de Stoeckl, son en-
voyd extraordinaire et ministre plé-
nipotentinire anx Etats-Unis; et
le Président des Etats-Unis, le Sieur
William H. Seward, Secrétaire 4
Euat, lesquels, aprés avoir échangé
leurs pleins-pouveirs, trouvés en
bonne et due forme, ont arrété ot
gigné les articles suivants:

ARTICLE T.

Sa Majesté 'Emperenr de toutes
les Ruossies s'engace, par célte con-

Cossion of ter

vention, & céder aux  Etats-Unis, vitory by Russia
immédiatement apris Péehange des i the Uni

ratilications, tout le Territoire avec
droit de souverainetéd actuellement
possédé par Sa Majestd sur le conti-
nent d' Amérique ainzi que lea les
contigitcs, le dit Territoire &tant com-
pris dans les limites géographiques
ci-dezsons indiqudes, savoir: la [li-
mite orientale est la ligne de démar-

Boandaries,
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Eoundaries of of demarcation between the Iinssian | cation entre les
ceded verritory.  angd the British possessions in North
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America, as established by the con-
vention between Russia and Gremt
Britain, of February 28 - 16, 18235,
and described in Articles 11T and
IV of said eonvention, in the follow-
ing terms :

4 Commencing from the southern-
most point of the jsland called
Prinee of Wales Island, which poing
lies in the parallel of 54 ﬂagmul
40 minuotes north latitede, and be-
fween the 151st and the 133d de-

of west longitode, (meridian of
reenwich,) the said line shall as-
eend to the north along the channel
called Portland channel, as far as
the point of the continent where it
strikes the 56th degree of north lat-
itude; from this last-mentioned
Fnlinl, the line of demarcation shall
ollow the summit of the mountaips
gituated parallel to the const as far
a3 the point of interscetion of the
1413t degree of west longitude, (of
the same meridinn;) and finally,
from the said point of intersection,
the said meridian line of the 141st
degree, in its prolonpation as far as
the Frozen ocean.

“IV. With reference to the line
of demareation laid down in the pre-
eeding article, it is understood —

“let. That the island called
Prince of Wales Teland shall belong
wholly to Russia,” (now, by this ces-
gion, to the United States,

% 2d. That whenever the summit
of the mountains which extend in a
direction paralle]l to the conal from
the 5S6th degree of north latitude to
the point of intersection of the 141s
degree of west longitude shall prove
to be at the distance of more than
ten maring leagues from the ocean,
the limit between the British pos-
pezsions and the line of const which
is to belong to Russin as above men-
tioned (that is to say, the limit to
the possessiona M[IE:'I:{ by this con-
vention) shall be formed by a line
parallel to the winding of the coast,
and which shall never exceed the
distance of ten marine leagues there-
ﬁ'ﬂ'l“-.“

The western limit within which
the territories and dominion con-

veyed, are comtained, passes through

ions Rosses
et Britanniques dans I'Amérique do
Nord, ainsi qu'elle est éablie par la
convention conclue entre la Russie
ct la Grande-Bretagne, le 1§ février
1825, el définie dans les termes sui
vants des articles I11 et IV de la
dite convention :

“ A partir du point le plus mérid-
ional de I'Tle dite Prince of Wales
lequel point se trouve sous la paral-
lele du 54 degré 40 minotes de lati-
tude nord, el entre le 131™ et le
133™* degré de longitude ouest (md
ridien de Greenwich), Ia dite ligne
remontera, au Nord le long de e
passe dite Portland Channel, jusqu’
au point de In terre forme, o elle at
teint le 56™ degrd de latitude nord ,
de c¢ dernier point Ia ligno de dé
mareation suivra la créte des mon
tagnea sitnées parallélement & la
edle jusquan paint d'intersection du
141™  degré de Inngimde ouget
(mé&me méridien) ; et finalemant, du
dit point dinterscetion la méme
ligne méridienne du 141™ degré
formers, dans son  prolongement
jusqu'h la mer Glaciale, la limite
entre les possessions Ruszses ef Bri-
tannigues sur le continent de ' Amé.
rique nord-ouest.

“IV. Il est entendu, par rapport
& Ia ligne de démareation déter-
minde dans I'article précédent :

“1%. Que Ile dite Prince of
Wales, appartiendra toute entiére &
la Russie:™ (mais dés ee jour en
verlu de ecelte cession aux Etats-
Unis.}

2% Que partoot oh la créte des
montagnes qui s'étendent dans une
direction parallitle & la cbte, depuis
le 36™ degrd de latitude nord an
point d'interscction du 141™* degrd
de longitede ouest s trouverait & la
distance de plus de dix licoes ma-
rings de l'océan, I limite entre les
possessions Dritanniques et la lisidre
de ebte mentionnde ci-dessus comme
devant appartenir & Ia Ruossie™
(¢'eat-hdire Ia limite deg posseasions
cédées par celte convention) : % sera
formée par une lizne parallile
aux sinuositds de la cite et qui ne
pourra jamais en &tre éloignée que
de dix lieues marines.”

La limite occidentale des Terri-
toires cédés passc par un point au



TREATY WITH RUSSIA. Marce 30, 1867.

a point in Behring's straits on the
parallel of sixiy-five degrees thirty
minutes oorth latitude, at its inter-
gection by the meridian which pass-
es midway between the islands of
Krosenstern, or Izoalook, and the
island of Ratmanoff, or Noonar-
book, and proceeds due north, with-
out himitation, into the same Frozen
ocean. The same western limit,
begiuning at the same initial peint,
proceeds theoee in a course nearly
southwest through Bebring’s straiis
and Bebring's sea, s0 as to pass
midway between the northwest
peint of the island of St. Lawrence
amd the southeast point of Cape
Choukotzki, to the meridian of one
hundred and seventy-two west lon-
gitude ; thence, from the intersee-
tion of that merdian, in & soath-
westerly direction, so as to pasa
midway between the island of Abiog
and the Copper island of the Kor-
mandorski couplet or group in the
North Pacific ocean, to the meridi-
an of one hundred and ninety-three
degraes west longitude, s0 as to in-
elude in the territory conveyed the
whole of the Aleutiun islands east
of that meridian.

ARTICLE II.

In the cession of territory and
dominion made by the preceding ar-
ticle are included the right of prop-
erty in all public lots and squares,
vacant lands, and all public build-
ingz, fortifications, barracks, and
other edifices which are not private
individual ty. Itis, however,
understood and agreed, that the
churches which have been built in
the ceded territory by the Rossian
government, shall remain the prop-
erty of such members of the Greek
Oriental Church resident in the ter-
ritery, as may choose to worship
thercin. Aoy government archives,
papers, and documents relative to
the territory and dominion aforesaid,
which may Be now existing thers, will
be left in the possession of the agent
of the United States; but an anthenti-
eated copy of such of them as may be
required, will ba, at all times, given
by the United States to the Russian
government, or to such Rossian offi-

détroit de Eehriuﬁ sous la parallile
du soixante cinquitme degré trente
minutes de latitude Nord & son in-
tersection par le méridien qui sépare
i distance égale les fles Krusenstern
on Ignalook et Vile Ratmunoff on
Noonarbook et remonte en ligne di-
recte, sans limitation, vers le Nord,
Jusqu'd ce qu'elle se perde dans Ja
mer Glaciale.  Commengant au
méme point de départ, cotte limite oc-
cidentale suit de li un eours presque
Sud-ouest, i travers le détroit de Behe
ring et ln mer de Behring, de manitre
& passer h distunce égale entre le
paint Nord-ouest de I'lle Saint Lau-
rent ¢t le point Sud-est du eap Chou-
kotski jusqu'au méridien cent soix-
ante douzibme de longitude Ouest;
de ce point & partir de l'intersection
de co méridien, cette limite suit une
direction Sud-ouest de maniére  pass-
er it distance égale entre Iile d'At-
tou et lile Copper da groupe d'ilots
Kormandorski dans locéan Paci-
figue Septentrional jusqu'au méri-
dien de cent quatre-vingt-treize de-
gris de lengitude Ouest, de maniére
4 enclaver, dans le Territoire cédé,
toutes les iles Aldoutes situdes @
l'est de ce méridien.

ABRTICLE 1I.

Dans le Territoire cédd, par l'ar-
ticle précédent, & la Souverainetd
des  Eiats-Unis, sont compris le
droit de propriété sur tous les
terrains et places publics, terres
[tlmt:l]p-&:‘r& toutes les conatructions
publiques, fortifications, casérnes et
autres édifices qui ne sont pro-
priété privée individuelle. Il est,
toutefois entendu et convenoe que les
dglises, congtruites par le (Gouverne-
ment Hozse sur le Terriloire cddé,
resteront la propriété des membres
de PEglise Greegue Orientale rdsi-
dant dans ece Territoire ot apparte-
nant 4 o culte.  Touws les archives,
papiers, et documents da Gouverne-
ment, ayant trait an suadit Terri-
toire, et qui y sont maintenant dé-
posés, seront placés entre les mains
de Pagent des Etats-Unis; mais
les Etats-Unis fourniront, toujoura
quand il y aura liey, des copies lé-
galisées de ces documents aun Gou-
vernement IRusse, aox officiers ou
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?au or subjects as they may apply
or.
ARTICLE IIL

Rights of in-
babitants of the
ceded terrltory.

_ The inhabitants of the ceded ter-
ritory, according to their choice, re-
serving their natural allegiance, may
return to Russia within three years;
but if they should prefer to remain
in the ceded territory, they, with the
exception of uncivilized native tribes,
shall be admitted to the enjoyment of
all the rights, advantages, and immu-
nities of citizens of the United States,
and shall ba maintained and pro-
tected in the free enjoyment of their
liberty, property, and religion. The
uncivilized tribes will be subject to
such laws and regulations as the
Unin&nﬂmEi States m;ir;& from time to
tima, adopt in re te aboriginal
tribes of that country.

Thasa ivil-
ized shnll be-
come citizens of
the Uinited
Suales,

Unciriliced
tribae,

ARTICLE 1IV.

Agenta for
formnlly deliver-
ing anicl TAc#iT=
ing the ceded
erritory, do.

His Majesty the Emporor of all
the Russias shall appoint, with con-
venient despateh, an agent or agents
for the purpesc of formally deliver-
ing to a similar agent or agents ap-

intéd on behalf of the United

8, the territory, dominion, prop-
erty, dependencies and  appurte-
nances which are ceded as above,
and for deing any other act which
may be necessary in regard thereto.
But the cession, with the right of
immadiul':& possession, ia neverthe-
lesa to be deomed complete and ab-
solute on the exchange of ratifica-
tions, without waiting for such for-
mal delivery.

Cassion to be
ﬁrn'luu U,

ARTICLE V.

Fortificatione

Immediate]
or wilibary posts. intely after the exchange

of the ratifieations of this COnVEnD=
tion, any fortifications or military
posts which may be in the ceded
tar:iln:} shall be delivered to the
agent of the United States, and any
Raossian troops which may be in the
territory shall be withdrawn as soon
as may be reasonably and conven-
iently practicable.

ARTICLE ¥I,

Paymeast by  In consideration of the eccssion
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sujets Russes qui pouwrront on faire
la demande.

ARTICLE III.

Il est réservd aux habitans du
Territoire cédé lo choix de garder
leur pationalité et de remtrer en
Rassie dans Vespace de trois ans;
mais sils préfbrent rester dans le
Territoire cddé, ilz seront admis, &
Pexception toutefois des tribus san-
vages, & Jonir de tous les droits,
avanlages, et immunités des ei-
toyens des Etats-Unis, et ils seront
maintenus et protézés dans le plein
excrcise de leur libertd, droit de
propriété, et religion. Les tribus
sauvages seront assujéties aux lois
et réglements que les Etas-Unis
pourront  adepter, de temps en
temps, & P'égard des tribus abori-

gtnes de ce pays.

ARTICLE 1IV.

Sa Majesté I'Empereur de toutes
les Russies nommera, anssitde que
possible, un agent ou des agents
chargés de remmettre, formellement
& I'agent ou aux agents nommeés par
les Eaats-Unis, le Territoire, la son-
verainetd, les proprictéz, dépend-
ances et appartenances ainsi edddes
et de dresser tout autre nete qui
serg nécessaire & laccompliszemeat
de cette transaction. Mnais la ces-
sion, avee le droit de possession jm-
médiate, doit toutefois &lre consi-
dérde compléte et absolue & I'é-
change des ratifications, sans at-
tendre la remise formelle.

ARTICLE V.

Immédiatemnent apris I'échange
des ratifications de cette eonvention,
les fortifications et les postes mili-
taires qui se thouveront sur le Terri-
toire cédd seront remis & l'agent des
Etats-Unis, et les troupes Russes
qui sont etationndes dans e dit
Territoire serent retirfes dans um
terme praclicable et qui puisse con-
venir aux deux parties.

ARTIOLE VI.

En considération de la susdite
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aforesaid, the United States agree
to pay at the treasury in Washing-
ton, within ten months after the ex.
change of the ratifications of this
convention, 1o the diplomatic Fep-
rescntative or other agent of his
Majesty the Emperor of all the
Russias, duly anthorized to recoive
the same, seven million two hundred

a4d

eession, les Etats-Tnis sengagent i the United States
payer & la Trésorerie & Washington o, the ceded

dans Je terme de dix mois, apris
Féchange des ratifications de cette
convention, sept millions deux cent
mille dollars en or, au Réprésen-
tant diplomatigne ou tout autre
agent de Sa Maujesté I'Emperenr de

' { loules les Russies diiment etborisd
theusand dollars in gold. The ces- |

& recevoir cette somme. La cas

Territo

sion du Territoire avee droit de teded declared

sion of territory and dominion herein
made i3 hereby declured to be free
and unencumbered by any reserva-
tions, privileges, franchises, grants,

: . o b anstoam-
souverminetd fuite par cette conven- yered By resee.

Ii':"l'l,. et déclarde libre ot dﬂ'm vations, P-“""_i-
de toutes reservations, pﬁy“ﬁgﬂ_h‘g‘:ﬂ.fmmhm

or posscssions, by any associated
companics, whether corporate or in-
corporate, Russian or any other, or
by any partics, except mun:liv pri-
vate individual property holders ;
and the cession hereby made, con-
veys all the rights, franchises, and
privileges now belonging to Russia
in the said territory or dominion,
and appurienances thereto,

ARTICLE VI

When this eonvention shall have
been duly rmificd by the President
of the United States, by and with
the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate, on the one part, and on the oth-
er by his Mujesty the Emperor of
all the Russias, the ratifications shall
be exchanged at Washington within
thres months from the date hereof,
or sooner, if pessible.

In faith whereof, the respective
plenipotentiaries bave signed this
convention, and theretn affixed the
sealz ol their arms,

Dione st Washington, the thirticth
day of March, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eizht hundred
arl sixly-seven.

L. 5| WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
iL 8| EDOUARD DE STOECKL.

franchises, ou possessions par des
compagnies Rosses on tout autre,
légnloment constitudes ou  autre-
ment, o par des associations, sauf
simplement les propridtaires possd-

dunt des biens privés individuels et Cessdon eva-

la cession ainsi faite fransfire ous T6r® what

les droits, franchises et privildees
appartenant actuellement i la Rus-
sie dang le dit Territoive et ses dié-
pendances,

ARTICLE ¥iI.

Lorsque cette convention aura  Batifications,

été diiment ratifiée par Sa Majestd
I'Empercor de toutes les Russies
d'une part, et par le Président des
Etats-Unis avee I'avis et be consente-
ment da Sénat, de lautre, les ra-
tifications en seront dchangdes X
Washington dans le terme de trois
mois, & compter du jour de la signa-
ture, ou plus Lt si faive se pent.

En foi de quoi les plénipoten-
tinires respectifs ont signéd cette con-
vention et y ont apposé le scean de
leur armes,

Fait & Washington le 18-30 jour
de Mars de I'an de Notre Seign-
eur mil huit cent soixante sept.

L. 8] EDOUTARD DE STOECKL.
E]'... a.j] WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

when to ba ex-
chan ¥

And whereas the said Treaty has been duly ratified ou both parts, aml  Exchange of

Lioas.

the rispective ratifications of the same were exchanged at W

ashington

on this twentieth day of June, by William I Seward, Secretary of State

of the United States, and the Privy

Counsellor Edward de Stoeckl, the

Envoy Extraordinary of His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias,
on the part of their respective governments,

Now, therefore, b it known that

the United States of America, have coused

I, AxprEw Jonxsow, President of

the said Treaty to be made

publie, to tho end that the same and every elause and article thereol may
be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United States and the

citizens thereof,

Proclamatiog.
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In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal

of the United Siates to be affixed.
Done at the city of Washington, this- twentieth day of June in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-

[r. 8] seven, and of the Independence of the United States the

ninety-first.
ANDREEW JOHNSON.
By the President :

WiLLiax . Sewanp, Secretary of State.



